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Perez’s time as chief marked by controversial
legislation
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2005

by Janel Davis
Staff Writer

Many of the issues facing the
new County Council president
are divectly related w hus
predecessor, Thomas E. Perer
(D-Dise 3 of Takoma Park.,

Perez’s presidency was marked
as much by his passions as by
the contros ersial bills he
pushed torward, including
permitiing prescription druy
rennpovtation and outlas g
predatorsy Jending,

“Pm oproud of whai we've - - ' I 'A“T Yﬂll TO
accomplished.” be sand in an o\ My EXPERIENCE THE
intersiew. We pura lotof ) ANTO MERICA DIFFERENCE

tough ssues on the wble.”

Peres intended 1o make 2008
the Yeur of the Consumer,
combining 1ssues like tax relief
and accessible health care with  Maryland DU Lawyer
cansuner ads oCacy and "Pieading gUlHy 15 the number ane all time
protection. His list of mistake.” Leonard Stamm
legislation, proposed. approved R
ur co-sponsored., generally
reflects that goal and can be
traced back to Peres’s
backeround in ¢ivil rights law,
Complying with CRA, HMDA
In adcition to outlawing & Fair Lending is Easy & Affordable with CenTrax
predatory lending and
November’s preseription drug
legislaton, Peres’s
accomphshments include unanimous passage of a budget that rolled back property
taxes o the charter limit,

=T was fortunate te inhent good things,” he sail, aeknowledying his predecessor.
Steven AL Silverman {D-At large al Silver Spring.

Under Silverman m 2004, the council updated the countsy s moderately priced
dwelling unit program. expanded s reeyeling program and reduced its property tax

rate by a penny.,

The 1ssues that Peres did not inhenit, he ereared. Although most of his legisiation was
approved. rarely wore the yotes unanimous or without intease debate

Colleagues aceused Peresz ol breaking the law before the druy renmportation bill was
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finally approsved last month. Lhe county exccutive still has not signed the bill.

“[wish people would alreads be buving prescription drugs from Canada. Uwish the
program was up and running,” Perez smd. *~The Duncan administration has been
draggme s feet.”

Perer has erimeized Gov, Robert T Flhirlich Jr. (R) for lus decision to cut Medieaid
benefits for legal immigrants in the country less than Hive years. To make up for (he
cuts, the County Council has lnereased the budget for the vcounty's maternity and
pediatrie health care programs tor low-income residents.

Despite the consumer-dryen lemslation on Peres's resume. the Clarksburg planning
debacle also marks his (enure,

A legislative report ¢ited the council and its hands-otf approach to planning issues s a
key component o the problems uncovered by the scandal.

“1learned that you need 0 have a rapid response capacity.”” P'erez said. “"Clarksburg
taught me that we should has e responded earlier. Everythmg we do should involve
keeping laith with taxpayers. That should be a priority.”

Stlll PPeres said, looking back vn his year as council president, 1 think we're i vood
shape.

Al he challenges in Montgomery County are ceflections of our success i
Montgomery County. People want to work here and they want o live here.™ he said.
My fear, though. is that we are in the process of beconting a community of haves
and have-nots, and we have a responsibility 1o handle that.”

But the treshman councilman may not be areund 1o “handle that™ i Montgomery
County. Perez wants to be the state’s attormney general, should the longtinie incumbent

J. Joseph Curran Ir. {3} decide to renire.

I Curran Jectdes to run tor re-eleciion, then 1L be right there campaigning for
him.” Perey sad,

It Curran does retire. I"erez will tace a Democratic primary nest year with well-funded
State’s Artorney Douglas Fo Gansler. among others,

I'm gearing up for what mizht uppen,” said Peres, a tormer Clinton adiuiistration
civil rights attorney and & law protessor. “We knaw the chailenges of the atarmey

veneral positon, which include all the issues ['ve worked on my entire career.”™
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